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PRESIDENT BUSH BROADENS PCAST’S DUTIES
-- Order Elevates Role of External IT Advice in the White House --

WASHINGTON, D.C.DBOn SeptembeB0, President Bush signed an Executive Order

designating the PresidentO<Council of Advisorson Scierce and Technology (PCASE} the
advisorypanelthatwill beresponsibldor overseeing the Networking and Infaation
TechnologyResearctandDevelopnent(NITRD) Program The Presidentlsoorderedthatthe
PCASTOmenbershipbeincreasedso more membes with relevant experience can be appointed
to buttress PCASTOdnformation Technology (IT) assessment functions. The President is
expectedo make thesenewappointnents in the near future.

The duties that the PCAST will assume as the President advisory committee on IT include
providinganindependenassessent of progressmadein implementingthe NITRD Program
and whether the research and develepnunderta&nwithin the NITRD Programis helpingto
maintain United Statedeadershipn informationtechnologiesgnd their applications

PCAST, the PresidentOs piremadvisory boarih the science and tenology(S&T) arenajs
co-Chairedby Dr. JohnH. Marburger lll, Director of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy (OSTP), and venture capisa E. Floyd Kvamme. PCAST@®embersconsistof top-level
managers (e.g., corporate CEOs, university Presiderdsawn fromindustry, education and
research institutions, and other nongovesntal oiganizations.PCASThasa history of issuing
definitive reports on the important topic of maintaining the Nation@ S& T innovation leadership.

Speaking about this new role for the PCAST, Darburger said, QOnpleased that the PCAST
will be assuming the responsibility of providing the Administration with high-level external
adviceon informationtechnology. The President(Brderreflectsthevital role thatIT research
and developmnt plays in the NationOs innovatieadership. It also reflects the PresidentOs
confidencein PCASTOability to assess large utti-agency program on vital S&T issues, and to
providetop-notchadvicerelevant to the Administrationmanagement of such progrars.

PCAST's outstanding assessment of the NationalNanotechnologynitiative provides a strong
foundation for its undertaking a silar adivity with informationtechnology.O



(The PCAST is alsodesignated@sthe National Nanotechnology Adsory Panel (NNAP),
advising the President on the National Nanotechnology Initiative, alargemulti-agencyresearch
program.)

Mr. Kvamme echoed Dr. MarburgerOs aks, sayingOThe?CASTis looking forwardto the
challenge of advising the President on the NITRD Program, another important complex multi-
agency initiative. Advances information technology have had anportant role in
contributing to the current economic vitality of the Nation, advancesahwere underpinned by
both Federal and industry R&D.O

Forits NNAP work, the PCASTformedananotechnology Otechnical advisory group,O
conprising about 50 top goverremt and privatesector nanotechnology scientists. This OTAGO
provedhighly beneficialto PCASTOs NNI assesent activities, and PCAST intends to foa
similar TAG resourcen thelT arena.
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